AUCTION CATALOG

Bid on these wonderful auction items generously donated by local
businesses and Friends of Holcomb Farm board members.

All proceeds benefit Fresh Access.

All winning bids must be paid for at the end of the event.
Payments can be made with check or Venmo.

Metro Bis Dinner Party with Farmer Joe
Donated by Metro Bis and Farmer Joe

Enjoy a five-course dinner for six at the award-winning restaurant Metro
Bis in Simsbury, with your favorite farmer, Joe O’Grady. Ask all your gar-
dening questions while enjoying an exquisite meal. This meal will feature
fresh Holcomb Farm ingredients served alongside Joe’s vast knowledge and
sharp wit. And don't be surprised if Chef Chris Prosperi stops by to share
some cooking tips. 7he New York Times declared “...Prosperi is a technical
master, an original American chef whose restaurant is worth traveling for”
and the Zagar Survey has ranked Metro Bis in the top five in the state for
American cuisine. Valid Tuesday through Friday on a mutually agreed
upon date. Does not include taxes, service charge, or alcohol.

Value: $800 Opening bid: $650

An Explosion of Daffodils
Donated by Eric Lukingbeal, Friend of Holcomb Farm board member

Certified Master Gardener and Friend of Holcomb Farm extraordinaire
Eric Lukingbeal will plant 100 daffodil bulbs in the location of your
chosing. The bulbs are sourced from Van Engelen in Bantam CT, which
imports the top-quality Dutch bulbs. The daffodils will bloom over a four-
to-six-week period in the spring. Eric will schedule the fall planting time
with the high bidder somtime in November, to avoid the bulbs sprouting
early, so you can enjoy an explosion of daffodils this next spring! He will
give a tutorial on how to care for them and can help you choose the site.

Value: Priceless Opening bid: $175



Original Egg Tempera by Laura J. Eden: Distant Light
Donated by Laura J. Eden

Distant Light is a beautiful example of the work of artist Laura J. Eden. It
expresses her intimate, detailed view of nature, perfectly captured in egg
tempera. Laura says of her work:

“My paintings are meant to trigger daydreams. They are a response to
quiet moments spent in natures grasp. Recalling a familiar feeling of
place, they at the same time, show the viewer a more intimate, exagger-
ated perspective. Through my work I try to evoke a refreshing response to
the commonplace.”

Laura has been a member of both the Connecticut Watercolor Society and
the Connecticut Women Artists, receiving awards from both. She is an
elected member of the Connecticut Plein Air Painters Society. Her work
has been collected by over 1,400 private and corporate collectors through-
out the United States and abroad.

Value: $1400 Opening bid: $1200

Capture Your Memories with a Professional Family
Historian

Donated by Merrill Memoirs

What legacy is more important to pass along to your descendants than
your family stories? What is more valuable than the wisdom gleaned over
a lifetime? And yet, undertaking a memoir or a family history can be
daunting: where does one even begin? Enjoy four hours of personal inter-
views with Sarah Merrill of Merrill Memoirs, a professional memoirist
and family historian who is adept at guiding her clients in the recall of
memories. Keep the recordings for your family or hire Sarah to transcribe
the interviews and craft a written memoir, detailed family history, or
heirloom-quality family history book with photographs.

Value: $500 Opening bid: $400

The Lion King at The Bushnell: Dinner and Two
Tickets for Opening Night

Donated by The Bushnell and Zen Restaurant Group

Giraffes strut. Birds swoop. Gazelles leap. The entire Serengeti comes to
life as never before. Winner of six Tony Awards, including Best Musical,
The Lion King is one of the most breathtaking and beloved productions
ever to grace the stage. Included in this package are two $50 gift certif-
icates to any restaurant in the Zen Restaurant Group. Use them for a
pre-theater dinner or for another night out. The two orchestra section
tickets are for opening night, Wednesday November 13, 2024 at 7:30pm.

Value: $375 Opening Bid: $300

Exclusive Paint Night with Laura J. Eden
Donated by Laura J. Eden

Have you ever wanted to try painting? Local artist Laura J. Eden will
show you and your guests how to paint with watercolors with her fun,
step-by-step approach. No experience necessary! This Paint Night is for
8-12 participants and will take place at the Holcomb Farm Workshop at
a time that is mutually agreeable to all parties. Enjoy wine and snacks and
complete a small watercolor on panel to take home, inspired by Holcomb
Farm’s natural beauty. All supplies are included.

Value: $600 Opening bid: $500

Rare LEGO Sets

Anonymous Donor

Get a jump on your holiday shopping with something that kids of all
ages love, and that doesn’t involve a screen, LEGOS! These two brand-new
LEGO sets have been retired which means they are only available through
the secondary market and they are becoming more valuable by the day.
The lot includes the hugely popular Friends Heartlake City Restaurant
(624 pieces, ages 6+). Plus—and this is big—we offer the Ninjago Land
Bounty kit (1178 pieces, ages 9+). Be the parent or grandparent that
scores big this holiday season!

Value: $300 Opening Bid: $225



Original Holcomb Farm Watercolors by Carole Day

Donated by John Schumann, the first President of the Friends of
Holcomb Farm

This pair of recently reframed original watercolors by long-time friend of
Holcomb Farm, Carole Day, harken back to an earlier time (circa 1994)
and depict some of the barns that no longer stand. Carole recalls:

“I remember painting in the field when the [summer scene] was done.
1 remember it well—because it was then that a bee stung me on the
noselll I often painted in plein air. Such wonderful memories. The
winter scene could have been painted in my car in winter—jfrom the
driver’s seat—uwith the painting resting on the steering wheel, palette in
the passenger seat, radio music blasting, and brushes and water
container in the coffee holder in between. I did that often. Sometimes
these winter scenes have mistaken brushstrokes of coffee with cream!”

Value: Priceless Opening bid: $600

Private, Artisan Wine/Spirits Tasting: Take Your
Dinner Party to the Next Level

Donated by Missing Link Wine Company

Missing Link Wine Company works much like an independent book or
music publisher, curating a catalog of producers they really believe in, like
family-owned, holistic farms that produce artisan wines that are superi-
or to most of the commercially produced wine found in big box stores.
(Kind of like the difference between Holcomb Farm tomatoes and grocery
store tomatoes!) Missing Link Wine Company owner Doug Rankin will
lead a two-hour educational wine and/or spirits tasting for four to six
people. The tasting can be built around any theme or idea: such as a tour
of Rioja or surprising sparkling wines. Doug will make it as interactive
and educational as you wish. Feel free to do the tasting as part of a dinner
with friends. Doug will bring the wines (anything left over is yours to
keep) and the glasses. Tasting to be held within one year of the auction at
a mutually agreed upon time and location.

Value: $500 Opening Bid: $400

December Weekend in the Big Apple
Donated by Amy Eisler, Friend of Holcomb Farm board member

Enjoy a three-night stay, December 5-8, 2024, at the chic Phillips Club
on the New York City’s Upper West Side. This one-bedroom, two-bath-
room executive apartment is located steps from Lincoln Center, Central
Park, and Rockefeller Center and is the perfect retreat after a day of shop-
ping or before a night on the town. Every Club Residence features a fully
equipped kitchen and quality amenities like Herman Miller chairs, a Bose
entertainment system, and 50-inch LED HD televisions. The bedroom is
appointed with crisp European linens, down duvet, and pillow top mat-
tress for a sense of deep comfort. The attentive Club staff completes the
ambiance of luxury and convenience. Stay includes complimentary access
to the Equinox Sports Club and parking is available for $40 a night. The
stay dates of December 5-8 would be perfect for a weekend of holiday
shopping, exploring the city, and taking in a show.

Value: $3200 Opening Bid: $2000

In-Home Yoga Event
Donated by Karen Kudish

Enjoy a customized, private group yoga class in the comfort of your own
home. Make it a ladies night! Or maybe a family night! Choose from gen-
tle, restorative yoga or a more strenuous, power yoga class. Karen Kudish
is a certified yoga instructor, having completed 200 hours of yoga course
work through the Yoga Alliance. She will adapt to the needs of your group
and provide personalized guidance, ensuring an effective class. Let Karen
take you through a one-hour yoga journey of your choosing.

Value: $150 Opening Bid: $100

Capture Your Moments with Stunning Photography
Donated by New England Black Label Portraiture

Do you have any exciting events on your calendar? A wedding? A new
baby? A big birthday? Or would you like to capture the essence of your
family right now, before they grow older? Enter New England Black Label
Portraiture which offers a wide range of portrait services, including profes-
sional headshots, newborn sessions, maternity photography, senior por-



traits, children and family sessions, engagement portraits, dynamic athlete
portraits, exquisite fine art portraits, and more. Your session voucher
includes an initial discovery call with photographer Rob Faber, a planning
session via Zoom, a 60-minute portrait session in his Suffield studio or on
location, a $500 print credit, and three high-resolution images.

Value: $1,100 Opening Bid: $700

Japanese Maple and Rare Woodland Peony Pair—
Planting Included!

Donated by O’Brien Nursery

John O’Brien, of O’Brien Nursery, has donated a Japanese maple and a
Japanese woodland peony pair that he will plant in your yard. Currently
the Japanese maple is 6-7 feet tall and will grow to 12 feet. Its very nar-
row, bamboo-like foliage emerges as reddish-purple, maturing to green
with red overtones. The amazing fall color is golden yellow to orange with
some red. The rare Japanese woodland peony, will be planted as an under-
story to the maple. It is a five-year-old seedling, grown from John’s own
plant which he purchased more than 25 years ago. This peony is a late
emerger, with a single pink flower in late May and its seed pod is a garden

highlight in September.
Value: $375 Opening Bid: $225

Annual Membership to Resolute Fit
Donated by Resolute Fit

Improve your strength, endurance, flexibility, fitness, and general health
at ResoluteFIT, home of CrossFit Frogman, located right in the heart

of Granby. Enjoy coach-led, group CrossFit classes in a safe, supportive
community, and a focus on proper technique to keep members injury
free. Classes are appropriate for all ages. ResoluteFIT offers the following:
group training, lift classes, nutrition, personal training, kids’ program,
semi-private training, Parkinson’s program, a recovery room (with a sauna
and cold plunge tub), athlete accelerator program, and on-site physical
therapy. Says one member, “This is the best gym in the Farmington Valley,
and maybe the best gym in the world!!”

Value: $2700 Opening Bid: $1500

Annual Membership to LevelUp Fitness 24/7
Smart Gym

Donated by LevelUp Fitness 24/7

LevelUp is an inviting, automated, upscale gym filled with modern equip-
ment that is clean and never crowded. Unlike traditional gyms where you
may not be sure what to do, LevelUp’s personalized approach ensures
youre always working out effectively. This facility has smart equipment,
free weights, and a strength training area, and it offers tailored plans that
optimize your efforts, leading to quicker progress and visible results.
Personal training and nutrition coaching are available. This gym is open
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with smart entry access giving members
the freedom to work out when it suits. It is conveniently located behind
Whole Foods in Avon. Find out why one member says, “Shh, don't tell
anyone my secret, but this gym is great! It’s quiet, clean and it has all the
equipment I could ever want.”

Value: $1400 Opening Bid: $1000

Nourishing Nibbles: Healthy Eating Made Easy

Donated by Fresh Access partner Healing Meals Community Project
and the Friends of Holcomb Farm

Take care of yourself and your loved ones with this amazing package,
donated by the Healing Meals Community Project and the Friends of
Holcomb Farm. Enjoy:

e Sample subscription to Meals2Go, Healing Meals’ food delivery
program: Healthy, delicious meals will be delivered right to your door.
The menu is beautifully crafted from local and organic produce and is
rich in flavor and color. It is free from gluten, dairy, soy, and processed
ingredients and is intended to nourish customers with love. Includes
meals for one person for two weeks or two people for one week.

¢ Holcomb Farm CSA half share, summer 2025: 20 weeks of fresh,
healthy Holcomb Farm produce, all grown without chemical pesti-
cides, right in Granby.

* Healing Meals Cookbook: full of delicious, healthy recipes—proven
winners that Healing Meals has tested in their own kitchen.

Value: $615 Opening Bid: $500






